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& < In a remarkably blunt letter to |

ng OV. CASEY PUT his foot down, "

.
A i ‘ fellow Democrat Bill Clinton, Mr.
E ¥ OAP 'TA""OURNAL fCasey said Pennsylvania had no inten-
| BY GERALD F, Seis tion of following the federal interpreta-
ks I — tion. “Implementing this directive ———
! ;M e . A N Would require me to disregar(% a validly et .
i » bo enacted state statute, serving important
b lxlng ; nwn’ Public policy goals, based solelyfon the !
I {Unfounded legal interpretation of a fed- ;
i 'Health Reform - eral official,” Gov. Casey wrote, “This |
! it : Sannot and willnotdo ., . .”
' M . ~. Legally, Pennsylvania argues that
o §C0uld \ Be Penlous the administration’s directive doesn’
I - feflect the intentions of members of
H - s : ) *| Congress, who didn’t want to override
:" ;]"' all the problems facing his state-reporting requirements. In this, it
| dealth-qare reform plan, Presj- 1s supported by .Rep. Hyde himself,
R ent Clinton doesn’t need any Moreover, Pennsylvania argues that the

.new ones, Yet Robert Casey stands as a
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|| reminder of how the president conlq guidelines never should have been im
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plemented without first allowing states

‘;stumble across a whopper., a period to comment on them.

' »_ Mr.Casey is the governor of Pennsyl- ;. Politically, Gov. Casey argues that _ \
I .Yania. He's also one of those rare crea- ‘ the administration’s abortion maneuver
’ ‘tures, a Democrat who is ardently op- has simply put Bill Cliniton, a former
‘posed to abortion rights. And for more governor, in an embarrassing position.
Jhan a month, Gov. Casey has been It flies in the face of the continued
. tqﬁle§l)f yet openly defying ‘the Clinton assurances of the president that he
‘ {administration’'s position on publicly fi- ' Would consult with, give deference to, -
Jdnced abortions. “We’re dead serious States,” Gov. Casey says. “This is not
‘ 1about this,” he says. “My sense is that his style.” '
| ?'they've got to back off.” : e

ot | e B
- a a’fa“e '*:l‘]ﬂms dis- ~ elatedly, about the abortion directive,

. e ]puﬁe, ‘t"" h lthe re- But now he has to live with it The

| .ation.to the the na- ?dministration could cut off Medicaid

tion’s much broader i i
health-care debate.. gitlgglsngtaltt(i)n Pennsylvania and other

But in fact, ‘the i
Pennsylvania case. flobody is t
is a cautionary tale
for those who might
want to use health-
care reform as a ve-
hicle for expanding

g similar stands, though -
alking of that. Instead, ad-
" ministration'aides, who insist their in-
ferpretation is on solid legal ground, are
liolding" quiet discussions in hopes of
| working work out a compromise; They
stress that they don't want to overturn
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i . Pennsylvania's standoff with the Y ALL ACCOUNTS, President
|
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41 . X Pénnsylvania’s reporting requirement,
11, ”ﬁm—vm : ?ccgzz tobotalgpayer- + | but simply allow for waivers in selected
15" The saga b “'I' ' a “'0"?; ‘ - cases. Still, there’s little reason to ex-
| Congress gha;a e%altlh aﬁﬂ):;!ar. When Pect a cave-in from Gov. Casey, who just
[ mererss changed the “Hyde Amend- urvived-a heart-liver transplant and
;| \ment,” which restricts ‘use. of- federal resumably doesn’t scare easily.
' :;ﬂ;‘!ﬁsfor abm}gz: gl;e lal-v!’é namﬁd é"" +~ S0 what does this standoff have to do
1 had alloweg the fose ra? velxl‘;y . n}; f' . Vith health reform? Strictly speaking,
| irelmburse states for oo g° medi ig not much, as Clinton administration
Lreimy Costs of Medica ! dides hasten to point out. But indirectly,
sabortions for poor women when the life : | Gov. Casey says it should send the
';?rfalt{'g‘szly?thil;ie‘cviatsh l?tge(;IIJaMy!; Lt?w', : gdministration "a powerful warning:
oot mpa fa a odw.a ortion - The same fate awaits any attempt to
| ieancilE In cases of rape and incest, a { include- abortion in the health-care
“compromise offered by Rep.. Hyde to lan.”
| eep abortion-rights forces from killing 5 President Clinton and Hillary Rod-
s amendment. s liam Clinton are trying hard to keep
.. As it happens, Pennsylvariia passed - -} 3bortion from creeping into the health
 Jegislation several years ago agreeing to ebate. The Clinton health bill skirts the
* ay for just such abortions. But Pennsy}- ibsue: Its section describing the services
Jania's lawmakers aso decided- they 1bbe provided under a basic health-ben-
Would fund the abortions only when the | efits package, extravagantly detailed in
Yape and incest had been reported - | dther areas, calls simply for “services
;Iaw-enforcement agencies. ' for pregnant women,” leaving others to
- _Inthe wake of the new Hyde Amend- - define that term,
dnent, the federal government’s Health | & -Yet there’s no doubt that some will
Care Financing Administration arrived ’ | ry' to use health reform to expand
on the scene with its interpretation of ;i , abortion coverage. If nothing else, Gov.
the new law and shook up this-finely :; -Casey has demonstrated peril for the
tuned balance, The feds declared that ,; . [i-ddministration down that path, -

state-reporting  requirements suchas;y

- | Pennsylvania’s have to be waived, andt
-~ —t Medicaid-abor ns finaniced, if a doctor, © :
Fgeru{ies that a patient.was unabié7for

['Physical or ‘psychological'sredsongftto’
¢ ‘;:gportto!a,‘_-;enfo;fcemengagen(_;ﬂiﬁeig.j_g
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